SAMPLE LETTER #5 – Too psychiatrically unstable for O-P restoration services is apparent during initial assessment phase.  Restoration not initiated, therefore no outcome evaluation is required.

[date]

The Honorable __________________
__________________ Court
_______________________________
________________, VA  _____________

						Re: _________________________
						Case #: ______________________

Dear Judge ___________:

In a court order dated _______, you ordered Mr./ Ms. ___________ to received treatment in an attempt to restore his/her competency to stand trial pursuant to Virginia Code § 19.2-169.2.  Upon receipt of the court order, I conducted an initial assessment of Mr./ Ms. ______________.  During the course of my initial assessment it became clear Mr./Ms. _____________ is currently too psychiatrically impaired to receive outpatient competency restoration services.  

This paragraph should describe the specific conditions that made them psychiatrically unsuitable for outpatient restoration. Some examples are: Mr./ Ms. _____________ is evidencing significant symptoms of psychosis to include _____________, ___________, and ________________.  Mr./ Ms. ________________ refused to be evaluated by __________________ CSB’s psychiatrist for a medication consultation.  Mr./Ms. _____________________ indicated he/ she would not voluntarily consent to taking prescribed medications.  

As a result of his/her current mental status and his/her unwillingness to receive psychiatric services, it is my professional opinion Mr./Ms. ________________ is not an appropriate candidate for outpatient competency restoration services.  My recommendation is that the Court amend the current court order and order Mr./ Ms. __________ to receive competency restoration services on an inpatient basis at a DBHDS hospital.  If you have any questions, please call me at (phone number).


Sincerely,


________, Executive Director (or designee)
						________ CSB/BHA


ATTACHMENT:  Model order for restoration pursuant to § 19.2-169.2


cc:  	_____________  , Commonwealth’s Attorney 
	______________, Defense Attorney
