


DRAFT
MINUTES
LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE MEETING 
New College Institute - Martinsville, VA
May 28, 2015 – 4:00 P.M.
 

LHRC MEMBERS ATTENDING:   Jim Rountree, Nancy Sprinkle, Sharon Hooker, Susan Meeks, and Jim Potter  

OTHERS ATTENDING:  Penny Belcher, Patrick County Developmental Center, Pamela Pritchett, Stepping Stones, Amanda Estep, Blue Ridge Counseling Services, Lois Barbour, Pioneer Outpatient Behavioral Health, Jeannie Odachowski and Charlotte Runyon, Family Preservation Services, Jessica Rill, United Support Services, Torey Morris, Life Stages, Angie Williams, It’s About Time, Inc., Rochelle Potter and Ashley Callahan, Phoenix, LLC, Margaret Woody, East Mental Health,  Teresa Hale and Tamara Price, Support Systems, LLC, Dianne Hairston, Mayo Residential, LLC, Cynthia Bradford,  Community Alternatives VA, Mary Mack, Praises Mental Health Services, Inc.,  Joseph Pratt, National Counseling Group, Leah Riddle, Memorial Hospital of Martinsville, Clarence Shelton, Love and Happiness, Stephanie Bakely, Strengthening our System, Shannon Moore and Laura Dickerson, Goodwill Industries, Glen Hairston, Choices Family services, Davin Estep, Potential LHRC member, Kelley Carr, Another Beginning, Inc., Becky Lovell and Ron Hairston, Piedmont Community Services, and Mandy Crowder, Office of Human Rights/DBHDS.

LHRC MEMBERS ABSENT:  Rhonda Stone and Sharon Shepherd  

I.	Vice Chairman Nancy Sprinkle called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m.

II.	Closed Session – Interview with potential LHRC Member – Nancy Sprinkle
Jim Rountree moved that the LHRC go into closed session pursuant to VA Code 2.2-3711 A (4&15) for the purpose of interviewing a Local Human Rights Committee applicant. Nancy Sprinkle seconded the motion and a unanimous vote followed.  LHRC Committee members moved to a private room for the closed session.  
Devin Estep was interviewed as a potential member of the LHRC to fill the position currently filled by Susan Meeks whose term expires June 30, 2015.  After the interview with Mr. Estep was complete, Mandy Crowder collected interview materials from LHRC members and the committee returned to the meeting room for open session.    
Jim Rountree made a motion to reconvene back into public session.  The motion received a second and a unanimous vote followed.   Vice Chair Nancy Sprinkle moved that each member individually certify that to the best of their knowledge only matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements and VA Code 2.2-3711 A (4 & 15) for the purpose of interviewing the LHRC applicant were heard, discussed or considered.  Each member individually certified by stating “I so certify”.  
A motion was then made by Jim Potter to approve Devin Estep to serve on the LHRC and submit the request to the SHRC.  The motion received a second and a unanimous vote of approval followed.   Mandy will proceed to get approval from the SHRC.

III.	Approval of February 10, 2015 Minutes -	Nancy Sprinkle
After reviewing and discussing the minutes from the February 10, 2015 meeting, a motion was made to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion received a second and a unanimous vote of approval followed.  

IV.	Regional Advocate’s Report – Mandy Crowder
a. Mandy expressed her appreciation to Susan Meeks for her service to the 
LHRC.  She has served since July 2012 and her term expires June 30, 2015. 
 
b. Mandy advised the committee that Committee Chairman Rhonda Stone has 
accepted a position with Community Alternatives, a LHRC affiliate.  Under current guidelines, Rhonda cannot serve on the committee while and employee of an affiliate.   She was serving on the committee as a consumer and the committee will need help in filling this position.   She asked that referrals be made directly to her.

c.  Mandy announced that A New Inspiration has an office in Danville now and 
they have requested that their affiliation be transferred to the Danville LHRC.  She will take care of making this transfer.

d.  The State Human Rights Committee will hold its’ meeting in Martinsville at 
Piedmont Community Services on June 5.  Last year when Beverly Garnes (Mandy’s supervisor) visited Martinsville, she suggested that the state hold a meeting here since they have never met in the Martinsville area. Everyone is invited to the meeting to observe the state meeting.  It will be held in the 2nd floor board room at Piedmont Community Services, 24 Clay Street.  They usually have closed session 8:00 – 9:30 a.m.  The meeting is open to the public following the closed session.

V.	Affiliate requests – Nancy Sprinkle
	1.  Life Stages - Torey Morris with Life Stages requested to add psychosocial rehabilitation services to the services they offer.  The have a location at 316 Brown Street in Martinsville and plan to provide services to six consumers over the age of 21 at that location.  These consumers don’t qualify for mental health supports.  They currently provide life and soft skills training for adults at this location.  This is a new service, not a new agency.  A motion was made to approve this request.  The motion received a second and a unanimous vote of approval followed.
	2.  Stepping Stones – Pam Pritchett explained that there was a family member coming to visit at their facility for 1-1 ½ hours a day.  Long visits such as this interfere with programming and confidentiality.   LHRC members received a copy of Stepping Stones’ proposed Visitor’s Policy by mail recently for review prior to this meeting.  A motion was made to approve the Visitor’s Policy for Stepping Stones as presented.  The motion was seconded and a unanimous vote of approval followed. 
3.  Family Preservation – Charlotte Runyon requested to add Crisis Intervention Services for adults and children.  They plan to start providing services in September when children to return to school.  She reported also that they had added a Child Advocacy Center to their Rocky Mount location.  It is located at 292 Main Steet.  A motion was made to approve Family Preservation’s request.  The motion received a second and a unanimous vote of approval followed.
4.  Choices Family Services – Glen Hairston reported that Choices Family Services is located at 133 Market Street, Martinsville, and that they are in the final stages of the licensing process to provide Mental Health Support services.  They have three employees, two full-time and one part time.  A motion was made to approve Choices Family Services’ request for affiliation.  The motion received a second and a unanimous vote of approval followed.

VI.	Other:				
a. Affiliate Reports:

Charlotte Runyon, Family Preservation Services, reported that they had no incidents to report. 
Jeannie Odachowski, Family Preservation Services, reported they have a copies of the summer rules for their program available.  	
Joe Pratt, National Counseling, reported that they served 71 clients in the last quarter and that they had no incidents to report.  They are looking for staff in both Danville and Lynchburg.  They had no incidents to report.
Amanda Estep, Blue Ridge Counseling, reported that they have a change of address.  Their new address is 1150 Cherry Creek Road, Meadows of Dan, VA 24l20.
Angie Williams, Its About Time, reported that they have six clients and no incidents to report.
Teresa Hale, Support Services, Inc., reported that they have two incidents to report, (1) one was a motor vehicle accident  and the other (2) was an investigation of inappropriate conduct that was determined unfounded.
Leah Riddle, Memorial Hospital of Martinsville, reported that they had a staff member to restrain a patient to a wheelchair.  The staff was dismissed.
Clarence Shelton, Love & Happiness, reported that he is in the process of opening a group home at 150 Parkway Drive in Martinsville.  He anticipates four clients.
Mary Mack, Praises, reported that she had no incidents to report.  They are in the process of opening a home at 305 Byrd Lane, Rocky Mount, for three clients.
Diane Hairston, Mayo Residential, reported an incident where a consumer was struck by a car and received minor bruises.
Shelia Jones, Mayo Residential, had nothing else to report.
Lois Barbour, Pioneer OBH, had no incidents to report.
Penny Belcher, Patrick County Developmental Center, reported that they had a client who had worked at the center for 25 years to pass away in February.
Penny Belcher, reporting for PARC Workshop, reported that Henry Ayers was not able to come to the meeting but asked her to report that he had no incidents.
Pam Pritchett, Stepping Stones, reported that she had no incidents to report.
Cynthia Bradford, CAV, reported that they serve 62 individuals and had three incidents (1) an alleged misconduct where the staff member involved was terminated, (2) an individual fell and received a slight concussion and (3) an individual tripped and fell and was taken to Urgent Care.
Margaret Woody, East Mental Health, reported that they have had no incidents to report.  They serve 24 clients.  Their new address in Rocky Mount is 129 Franklin Street.
Glen Hairston, Choices Family Services, had nothing to report.

Jessica Rill, United Support Services, reported that they serve 85 clients in Bedford.  They have a summer program running from June 1 – August 31.  
Shannon Moore and Laura Dickerson, Goodwill Industries, reported that they currently serve 33 clients and have had no incidents to report.  They have been a Logisticare provider since May 28.
Stephanie Bakley, Strengthening Our System, Inc., reported they had no incidents to report.  They received an unannounced visit in March and received no citations.
Torey Morris, Life Stages, had no incidents to report.
Kelley Carr, Another Beginning, Inc., reported that they have recently lost two staff members.  They have no incidents to report.
Ashley Callahan, Phoenix, LLC, reported that they had no incidents to report.
Ron Hairston, Piedmont Community Services, reported that they have no incidents to report.

b.    Affiliate Assessments for the 2015/16 Year 
			
Becky reported that the LHRC Committee has assessed affiliates an annual assessment fee of $125 for the past several years.  This assessment helps to pay for clerical time and for expenses such as coping, paper and the Annual Appreciation for LHRC members.  She recommended that the LHRC assessment remain the same ($125) for the 2015/16 year.   She also asked that affiliates respond in a timely matter to requests such as assessment invoices and meeting reservations in order to conserve her time.   Becky will send out invoices in June.  Assessments are due July 1 and should be received no later than July 15.  The committee agreed to look at a late fee for late payments at the August meeting.


VII.     Public Comments – Nancy Sprinkle
	There were no public comments.


VI.     Upcoming LHRC Meeting Dates: 

August 11, 2015, 4:00 pm, New College Institute, Room 303
November 10, 2015, 4:00 pm, New College Institute, Room 303 

LHRC committee members, affiliates, Mandy Crowder, Becky Lovell and Ron Hairston attended the LHRC Annual Appreciation Dinner at Rania’s Restaurant.


					Respectfully submitted by:



_____________________________________
					Becky Lovell
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