
BLUE RIDGE REGIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE MINUTES 
DECEMBER 13, 2010 

 
 
The Blue Ridge Regional Human Rights Committee met on Monday, December 13, 
2010 at 3:00 p.m. at Blue Ridge Behavioral Healthcare, located at 3517 Brandon 
Avenue, Roanoke, VA. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT DBHDS-OHR STAFF 
Rebecca Baker – Chair 
Joann Baker Nan Neese - Advocate 
Geraldine Cleary 
Jay Fields 
Nancy Fields 
Joseph Kinchloe 
Martha Pillow 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT STAFF 
Betsy Walker 
 
AFFILIATES REPRESENTED 
A Shining Light – Dawn Laprad, Christina Smith, Donnie DeGeorges 
Blue Ridge Behavioral Healthcare – Betty Bingham, Tim Steller, Helen Lang, 
         Sereina Paynter 
Blue Ridge Support – Julie Larson 
Cee-Breeze – Imize Abbot, Temeka Walloe, Marc Burch, Debora Lawyer,  
                       Clarence Baker 
Centra Health – Kelly Eitani 
Didlake – Robin McHurst 
Family Preservation – Ann Minnix 
Family Service Roanoke Valley – Vickie Haynie 
Goodwill – Lynda Edghill 
Hope Tree – Will Childers 
Lamano – Eric Gordon 
Mayo Residential – Gabrelle Jones 
National Counseling Group – Nick Ptacek, Heather Moore, Phuong Pinhman, 
                                  Tony Roman 
Roanoke Treatment Center – Letitia Malone 
 
1. Call to Order 
 Rebecca Baker, Chair called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. 
 
2. Introductions 
 Members of the Committee and providers introduced themselves. 
 
 

1 
 



ACTION AGENDA 
 
3. Approval of October 4, 2010 minutes 
 Geri Cleary, motioned the minutes be approved as presented, Nancy Fields  

seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 

INFORMATION AGENDA 
 
4. Advocate Report – Nan Neese – Nan again reminded the Committee about the 

memo received last June relative to the State Committee’s review of the structure 
of the LHRCs.  The SHRC has completed this work and LHRCs may anticipate 
receiving guidance about Bylaws and Affiliation Agreements by the first of the 
year. 

  
One concern is the affiliation fee that was originally envisioned as support for 
administrative support cost, supplies, refreshments; the funds were also used for 
training costs and transportation. In the past several years due to budget cuts 
there have not been any state-wide training events; thus the funds have built up.  
There is concern about fees being attached to affiliation.  
 
From time to time this Committee has looked at suspending fees from current 
providers if there are sufficient funds to cover support.  Your provider-affiliates 
have always indicated that these funds have been used appropriately.   
 
Nan offered the reminder that this year’s compliance with the current affiliation 
agreements means timely submission of the annual reports and notifying the 
Committee as soon as possible when there have been violations of human rights 
and citations relative to human rights.  Nan stated that this requirement assured 
greater protection of rights.  

 
 
5. Annual Reports 
 Blue Ridge Support Services – Julie Larson 
 Julie reported they are not serving individuals in the area at this time and there  

are no plans to do so; they plan to stay in the Lynchburg area.  They no longer  
need the affiliation for the Mental Health Supports; when they come forward with 
request for affiliation in the new year it will be for Sponsored Residential Homes 
services only. 

 
 
6. Behavior management Systems Overviews & Demonstrations 
 Crisis Wave – John Weatherspoon & Intercept Youth 
  
 Deferred 
 
7. Affiliation Requests for new sites/changes to sites 
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 Blue Ridge Behavioral Healthcare – Request affiliation be extended to cover  
Therapeutic Day Treatment for new sites and notification of change of site where  
services are being provided (information included in committee packet) 
 
Betty Bingham and Sereina Paynter reviewed the enclosed information for the  
Committee and answered questions. 
 
Joann Baker motioned the affiliation be extended; Jay Fields seconded the 
motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
A Shining Light – Request to extend affiliation to cover an additional group 
home (information enclosed in committee packet) 
 
Dawn Laprad answered questions from the committee. 
 
Joe Kinchloe motioned the affiliation be extended; Nancy Fields seconded the 
motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
National Counseling – Request affiliation extension to new site for Therapeutic 
Day Treatment Services – Roanoke Academy (information enclosed in 
Committee packet) 
 
Nick Patcek reported this is a new service in this area for National Counseling. 
He noted a unique part of this service is they have 5 clients per counselor and 
give a sixth scholarship for the school as a give back to the community. 
 
Nick noted they use “Handle with Care” as a behavior management technique; 
Tony Roman a certified Handle with Care Instructor was in attendance and gave 
an overview of the technique and answered questions from the Committee. 
 
Geri Cleary motioned the affiliation be extended to cover the service; Jay Fields 
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
Intercept Youth Services – Request for affiliation extension of new site for 
Therapeutic Day Treatment Services – Patrick Henry High School (information 
enclosed in packet).   
 
Nancy Fields motioned the affiliation be extended to cover the new site; Martha 
Pillow seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
Family Preservation – Request to extend affiliation a new site for Therapeutic 
Day Treatment Services – Grandin Court Elementary (information enclosed in 
packet). 
 
Ann Minnix was in attendance to answer questions from the committee. 
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Jay Fields motioned the extension be extended to cover the services; Joann 
Baker seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
Cee-Breeze - Request affiliation extension to cover a new site in Covington, VA 
(letter of notification in included in committee packet). The new site will provide 
psychosocial rehabilitation.  
 
The letter also requested temporary affiliation for new services; Partial 
Hospitalization/Day treatment and In-home Service programs at the same site. 
Nan recommended that this request for affiliation be postponed until the provider 
complies with the requirement to submit policies and procedures for verification 
to the Director of the Office of Human Rights.   
 
Jay Fields motioned to extend the affiliation to cover Psychosocial Rehabilitation 
Services only at the Covington site; Martha Pillow seconded the motion and it 
carried unanimously. 
 
In further conversation with Cee-Breeze it was noted they had never requested 
extension of affiliation to cover Mental Health Support Services in the Covington 
area.  The Committee requested a formal letter of notification and request for 
extension of the affiliation to be submitted and reviewed at February meeting.  
Mr. Baker agreed to do so. 
 
There was also a report submitted to the committee for review that detailed 
violations, corrective actions and dates the corrective action was completed. 
The Committee should have been notified of these complaints at the time they 
happened; however, they were not notified.  The Committee had many questions 
regarding this report. 

 
8. Other Business 
 Fees-  Becky Baker, Chair made a recommendation that fees be waived for 2011  

for current affiliates; fees will be collected for all new providers requesting  
affiliation. 
 
Jay Fields motioned that fees for current affiliates by waived for 2011and fees be  
collected only for new providers requesting affiliation; Nancy Fields seconded the  
motion and it carried unanimously. 

 
9. Next Committee meeting February 14, 2011 
 
10. The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m.  
_______________________________  ____________________________ 
Rebecca Baker, Chair    Date approved 
 
_______________________________ 
Betsy Walker, Admin Support 


