
Chesapeake Regional Local Human Rights Committee 
Final Meeting Minutes 

July 14, 2009 
 
 

A meeting of the Chesapeake Regional Local Human Rights Committee was held at 1800 on July 
14, 2009 at 3500 Tejo Lane, Suite 105, Chesapeake, Virginia 23321. 
 
Members Present: 
Thomas Becker 
Dr. Martin Powell 
Dr. William Austin 
Deborah Jones 
Roger Ladd 
Sebrina Porter 
 
Members Absent: 
Brodie Walker 
 
Providers Present: 
Chantelle Blackson, Carpe Diem of Virginia 
Kelly Greene, Circle of Friends, LLC 
Elicia Williams, Circle of Friends, LLC 
Valencia Ballard, Circle of Friends, LLC 
David Owen, Compass Youth Services 
Mary K. Tuohey, Chesapeake Regional Medical Center 
Roxana Ballinger, Chesapeake Regional Medical Center 
Denise Green, IFCS 
Natasha Curry, IHCCS, Inc. 
Ricky Sykes, Joy Haven, LLC 
Dennis Raabe, National Counseling Group 
Sharon Harper, Our Summer Place 
Susan Scheuring, Shore Memorial Hospital 
 
 
Also Present: 
Willie Barnes, Advocate, Office of Human Rights 
 
I. Regular Session Call to Order: 
 

Mr. Becker called the regular session to order at 1800 Eastern Daylight Time and Ricky 
Sykes recorded the minutes.  A quorum of members was present, and the meeting, having 
been duly convened, was ready to proceed. 

 
II. Approval of Minutes: 
 

The minutes of the April 14, 2009 meeting were reviewed.  Corrections were made and then 
the minutes were approved as presented upon a duly made, seconded, and unanimously 
adopted motion. 
 

III. Treasurer’s Report: 
There is a balance of $108.08 as of July 14, 2009 as reported by the Treasurer, Susan 
Scheuring.  There were no withdrawals however there were deposits made.   

 
IV. Old Business: 



• Compass Youth Services is no longer seeking temporarily affiliation of the day treatment 
program. 

• There was a discussion as to how to increase the funds in the treasury.  Valencia Ballard, 
      Circle of Friends, LLC, stated she recalls seeing $25.00 in the affiliates’ agreement. 
      Chantelle Blackson, Carpe Diem of Virginia, stated that the lights in the building are 
      already on so that is not costing anything.  She did ask that all members and providers  
      make their own copies.  Mr. Becker motioned that each provider will pay $25.00 per year,  
      the payment being due in July of 2009.  Dr. Powell seconded the motion.  Per Chantelle  
      Blackson, the check should be made to Chesapeake LHRC.  Mr. Becker said there  
      should be a letter (postage paid by the Treasury) or email to each agency stating what  
      the funds are for.  Ms. Barnes stated this does not change the affiliates’ agreement 
      because it is a request.  Dr. Powell agreed the affiliates’ agreement was broad, and Mr. 
      Becker stated how much is agreed upon by the affiliates.  Susan Schering agreed to send 
      the email. 
 
• Election of Officers: 
      Chair – Thomas Becker 
      Vice Chair – Dr. Powell 
      Secretary – Deborah Jones 
. 
 

V. New Business: 
  
• Sharon Harper, Our Summer Place, will be replacing Susan Schering, Shore Memorial 

Hospital as treasurer. 
• Providers must contact Committer Chair – Thomas Becker, Advocate – Willie Barnes, 

and Support Liaison – Shona Whitfield-Sykes in order to be placed on the agenda.  
• Effective July 1, 2009, Shore Memorial Hospital closed their inpatient unit.  Effective 

September 1, 2009, Shore Memorial Hospital new name is Riverside Shore Memorial 
Hospital. 

• Patricia Bill, Latch Key Projects, LLC is seeking temporarily affiliation.  Dr. Powell made 
motion to grant temporarily affiliation and Mr. William Austin seconded the motion and 
temporarily affiliation was granted.  Next, Dr. Powell made a motion for the approval of 
Latch Key, LLC program rules and behavior management policies. Mr. Austin seconded 
the motion for approval of program rules and behavior management policies.   

• Denise Greene, IFCS, request permanent affiliation for Mental Health Community 
Support Services.  Dr. Powell made motion to grant permanent affiliation and Mr. Becker 
seconded the motion and permanent affiliation was granted. 

• Deborah Jones, Committee Secretary, had concerns about the specific techniques Latch 
Key Projects, LLC utilizes.  Debrorah Jones made motion for Latch Key Projects, LLC to 
revise and submit policies and procedures on behavior management techniques to 
committee and Sebrina Porter seconded that motion. 

• IHCCS, LLC did not have their agency placed on the agenda for affiliation.  The 
committee did not review IHCCS, LLC request for affiliation.  Committee has offered to 
meet and have a special session to hear and grant affiliation. 

 
  Program Updates: 
 
Provider Peer-to-

Peer 
Issues 

Abuse/Neglect 
Allegations 

Complaints HR 
Issues 

Changes Licensing/ HR 
Review 

Deaths/Serious 
Injuries/Incidents 

Carpe Diem 
 

N N N N N N N 

CRMC 
 

N Y N N N N N 

Circle of 
Friends 

N Y N N N N N 



Compass 
Youth 
Services 

N N N N N N N 

IFCS 
 

N N N N N N N 

IHCCS, Inc. 
 
 

N N N N N N N 

Joy Haven 
 
 

Y N N N N N N 

National 
Counseling 
Group 

N Y N N N N N 

Our Summer 
Place 
 

N N N N N N N 

Shore 
Memorial 
Hospital 

N N N N N N N 

 
VIII.   Program Updates (Details): 
 
Provider Comments (for items marked Y above) 
Carpe Diem N/A 
CRMC Closed session   
Circle of Friends Closed session 
Compass Youth Services N/A 
IFCS N/A 
IHCCS, Inc. N/A 
Joy Haven N/A 
National Counseling Group Closed session 
Our Summer Place N/A 
Shore Memorial Hospital N/A 
 
IX. Advocate’s Report: 
 

• The name of the Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse 
Services changed to the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services 
on July 1, 2009.  The department’s new web site address is www.dbhds.virginia.gov. 

• The department no longer uses the term Mental Retardation; the correct term is Intellectual 
Disabilities. 

• Brian Whitley started with the Office of Human Rights on March 24, 2009.  He will be 
serving Region V. 

 
           
XI. Open Forum: 
 
      There were no comments under open forum. 
 
XII. Closed Session 
 
The committee members moved into a closed session. 
 
Minutes for closed session were taken by Ms. Willie Barnes. 
 
Dr. Austin made a motion to convene in executive (closed) session to hear from the following      
affiliates: Chesapeake Regional Medical Center, National Counseling Group, and Circle of 
Friends, LLC. 
 



Dr. Powell moved that the LHRC go into executive session pursuant to VA Code 2.2-3711 (A) for 
the protection of the privacy of individuals in personal matters not related to public business and 
motion passed. 
 
Return to open session: 
 
The LHRC unanimously certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, only private 
business matters lawfully exempted from statutory open meeting requirements and only private 
matters identified in the motion to convene the executive (closed) session were discussed in 
executive (closed) session. 
 
Each member: “So certify” 
 
LHRC reconvened in open session. 
 
XIII. Adjournment: 
 
The regular session was adjourned at 8:50 pm. 
 
XIV. Next Meeting: 
 
       The next meeting of the Chesapeake Regional LHRC will be held on Oct. 13, 2009 at   
       1800 at 3500 Tejo Lane, Suite 105, Chesapeake, Virginia 23321.  Social hour will start at  
       5:30 pm.  Shore Memorial Hospital will provide dinner and refreshments. 
 
 Minutes submitted by Shona Whitfield-Sykes, Joy Haven 
 
 
 
 
 
 


