
CRATER LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

Petersburg, VA 23803 
 
 
I. Call to Order - The Crater Local Human Rights Committee (LHRC) held their regular 

meeting Thursday May 8, 2008, at District 19 CSB, 20 West Bank Street, Petersburg, 
VA.  Ms. Gittman called the meeting to order at 5:40 p.m. 

 
II. Roll Call 
 
Members Present: 
Carol Gittman, Chair 
Joseph P. Dickens - Absent 
Jean Grim 
Mable Jones  
Pamela A. Waitkus - Absent 
 
Human Rights Advocate Representation: 
Beverly Garnes 
 
Affiliates’ Attendance: 
Adult Activity Services – James R. Scott, III 
Agapé Unlimited I, Inc. – Marilyn C. Newby 
Agapé Unlimited II – Beatrice I. Johnson 
ARC-Petersburg – Felicia Daniels 
Benchmark Residential Services – Clarence E. Dilworth 
Dan-Poe-Dil, Inc. – Clarence E. Dilworth 
District 19 CSB – Jocelyn Hamilton 
John Randolph Medical Center – Serressa A. Burgess 
Low Ground Visions, Inc. – Chanda S. Batts/Cynthia G. Batts 
New Beginnings, Inc. – Marilyn C. Newby 
Phoenix-n-Peace, Inc. – Marilyn C. Newby 
Pryor House – Joyce Brown 
Southside Regional Medical Center – Inpatient Services, Mary S. Smith 
                                                             Outpatient Services, Keith Gostel 
T’LAB, Inc. – Rebecca Mann 
Visions Family Services – Dr. Denise B. Malone 

       Jennifer Kogut 
DePaul Family Services – Peggy Ball (Visitor) 
 
III. Public Comments:  None 
 
IV. Approval of Minutes:  A motion was made and properly seconded to approve the March 

13, 2008 minutes.  The motion passed. 
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V. Advocate’s Comments - Beverly Garnes passed out information on an online abuse and 

neglect training and information on adult abuse statistics in Virginia. 
 
VI. Old Business 
 

A. Carol Gittman reported that committee member, Rosa Parham, passed away.  This 
leaves two vacancies on the committee.  One vacancy must be filled by a 
consumer. 

 
B. At the last meeting, Clarence Dilworth asked if he finds an allegation of abuse 

against his staff to be unfounded, can he allow his staff to return to work before 
the Department of Social Services investigation is complete.  According to the 
advocate, the staff should be assigned to work in another area so that he/she is not 
working directly with the consumer who was allegedly abused. 

 
VII. New Business 
 

A. Peggy Ball from DePaul Family Services requested affiliation.  DePaul Family 
Services is located in Central and Southwest Virginia.  They are expanding their 
Lynchburg office to serve Amelia, Chesterfield, Colonial Heights, and Petersburg.  
They will provide MR residential services, sponsored placements, and respite 
services to adults and children.  They accept Medicaid Waiver and private pay.  
Beverly Garnes has reviewed their Policies and Procedures and had concerns 
regarding seclusion and mechanical restraints identified in the policies.  All 
comments/concerns will be submitted to the program manager of DePaul Family 
Services.  The committee deferred affiliation until these issues are resolved. 

 
B. Ms. Gittman would like to recognize Rosa Parham’s service to the Crater LHRC 

with a certificate of appreciation from the LHRC and SHRC.  The committee 
agreed to present the certificate for Mrs. Parham to her husband at the next 
scheduled meeting. 

 
C. The next meeting is scheduled for July 10, 2008.  Election of officers will be held 

at the next meeting. 
 

VIII. Affiliates’ Reports - Affiliates reported complaints and allegations to the Committee and 
the reports were accepted by the committee. 
 



Crater Local Human Rights Committee Meeting 
May 8, 2008 
Page 3 
 
IX. Other Actions - A host is needed for the next meeting.  SRMC offered to host meeting if 

the new hospital is available.  Keith Gostel will let Ms. Gittman know their availability 
prior to the next meeting.  If SRMC cannot host, the meeting will be held at D19 CSB. 

 
X. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned by the Chair at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Carol Gittman, Chair (Date) 
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