
CRATER LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

Petersburg, VA 23803 
 
I. Call to Order: The Crater Local Human Rights Committee (LHRC) held their regular 

meeting Thursday, September 20, 2007 at 5:30 p.m. at 20 W. Bank Street, Suite 2, 
Petersburg, Virginia.  The Chair called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m.   

 
Ms. Gittman introduced the new LHRC Member, Jean Grim. 

  
II. Public Comments:  Jim Scott requested e-mail notification if meetings are cancelled.  

Carol will get with Becky Hutto to discuss two ways of trying to notify everyone. 
 
III. Roll Call 
 
Members Present: 
Carol Gittman 
Joseph P. Dickens 
Jean Grim 
Rosa Parham 
Pamela Waitkus 
 
Regional Advocate Representation: 
Beverly Garnes 
Jim Bowser – Absent  
 
Affiliates’ Attendance: 
Adult Activity Services – James R. Scott, III 
Agapé Unlimited I, Inc. – Marilyn C. Newby 
Agapé Unlimited II – Beatrice I. Johnson 
ARC-Petersburg – Felicia Daniels 
Dan-Poe-Dil, Inc. – Clarence E. Dilworth 
District 19 CSB – Ginny Travis 
John Randolph Medical Center – Serressa A. Burgess 
Low Ground Visions, Inc. – Chanda S. Batts 
New Beginnings, Inc. – Marilyn C. Newby 
Phoenix-n-Peace, Inc. – Marilyn C. Newby 
Pryor House –Jeronica Page 
Southside Regional Medical Center – Inpatient Services, Mary S. Smith 
                                                              Outpatient Services, Keith Gostel 
T’LAB, Inc. – Rebecca Mann 
Visions Family Services –Jennifer Kogut, Denise Malone 
 
IV. Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Dickens made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 

19, 2007 meeting as presented.  Motion seconded by Ms. Waitkus.  Motion approved. 
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V. Regional Advocate’s Comments:   
 

A. Mr. Bowser was unable to attend to discuss transition issues.  Complaints should 
continue to be sent to Mr. Bowser until we hear differently.   

 
B. Revised regulations were approved September 19, 2007 and are now in effect.  

Policies and Procedures are to be in place by March 1, 2008.  Please contact 
Margaret Walsh with questions.  Trainings are scheduled as follows: 

 
Eastern State Hospital – October 10th 
Western State Hospital – October 19th 
Henrico CSB – October 30th 
Central Virginia Training Center – November 6th 
Henrico CSB – November 15th 
 
All training will begin at 9:00 a.m. and end at 4:00 p.m. 
 

The Department is also in the process of working on a digital video diskette.  Additional 
information will follow.  The Department website (www.dmhmrsas.virginia.gov) has a 
lot of information also available. 

 
VI. Old Business:  
 

A. Benchmark Residential has requested affiliation.  Motion made by Mr. Dickens to 
approve Benchmark Residential's request for affiliation.  Seconded by Ms. 
Waitkus.  Motion approved. 

 
B. All Affiliate Agreements are on file with the exception of John Randolph Medical 

Center.  It will be submitted to the Committee next week. 
 

C. The last meeting was held at Southside Regional Medical Center with the 
Committee members touring outpatient and inpatient services.  A lot of 
knowledge was gained.  The Committee will continue to visit programs and host 
meetings if programs have the ability to do that. 

 
VII. New Business 
 

A. Regarding acknowledgement of service to the LHRC, when a term expires or a 
member has to leave the committee for other reasons, the Advocate has to notify 
the Office of Human Rights with the reason for leaving, and then a letter would be 
initiated.  Ms. Waitkus suggested recognition in the "Human Writes."  Ms. Garnes 
will make sure the Committee gets a copy of "Human Writes," which is also 
available on line. 

 



Local Human Rights Committee 
Regular Meeting 
September 20, 2007 
Page 3 
 

B. Ms. Gittman and Ms. Parham attended the LHRC Seminar.  There was discussion 
of breakout sessions.  Ms. Gittman discussed that policies and procedures should 
be specific to the programs, versus repeat of regulations. 

 
MOTION:  Motion was made by Ms. Waitkus that after affiliates' policies and 
procedures, based on revised regulations, are approved by the SHRC copies will be 
furnished to the LHRC.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Dickens.  Motion passed. 
 
C. All reports should come in with "Crater LHRC" (not D19 LHRC)  Becky Hutto 

will be asked to send copies of reports to Ms. Garnes as well as Mr. Bowser. 
  
VIII. Affiliates’ Reports:   Affiliates reported complaints and allegations to the Committee. 
 
IX. Other Actions:  The November 8th meeting will be held at Visions Family Services, Inc. 

located at 408 South Sycamore Street (Old Petersburg Optical Center across from the 
park.  Parking located in the back.)  Call Ms. Gittman if there are questions regarding 
directions. 

 
X. Executive Session:  An executive session was held to interview a candidate for 

membership.  Motion seconded and passed.  Motion made and passed to come out of 
executive session. 

 
XI. Adjournment:  There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
   
Carol Gittman, Chair (Date) 
 


