
CRATER LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

Petersburg, VA 23803 
 
I. Call to Order: The Crater Local Human Rights Committee (LHRC) held their regular 

meeting Thursday, November 8, 2007 at 5:30 p.m. at 408 South Sycamore Street, 
Petersburg, Virginia.  The Chair called the meeting to order at 5:48 p.m.   

 
Ms. Gittman introduced the new LHRC Member, Mable Jones. 

  
II. Public Comments:  There were no public comments. 
 
III. Roll Call 
 
Members Present: 
Carol Gittman, Chair 
Joseph P. Dickens 
Jean Grim 
Rosa Parham 
Mable Jones 
Pamela A. Waitkus - Absent 
 
Regional Advocate Representation: 
Beverly Garnes 
Jim Bowser – Absent  
 
Affiliates’ Attendance: 
Adult Activity Services – James R. Scott, III 
Agapé Unlimited I, Inc. – Marilyn C. Newby 
Agapé Unlimited II – Beatrice I. Johnson 
ARC-Petersburg – Felicia Daniels 
Benchmark Residential Services – Clarence E. Dilworth 
Dan-Poe-Dil, Inc. – Clarence E. Dilworth 
District 19 CSB – Ginny Travis, Jocelyn Hamilton 
John Randolph Medical Center – Serressa A. Burgess 
Low Ground Visions, Inc. – Chanda S. Batts, Cynthia G. Batts 
New Beginnings, Inc. – Marilyn C. Newby 
Phoenix-n-Peace, Inc. – Marilyn C. Newby 
Pryor House –Joyce Brown 
Southside Regional Medical Center – Inpatient Services, Mary Sue Smith 
                                                              Outpatient Services, Keith Gostel 
T’LAB, Inc. – Rebecca Mann 
Visions Family Services – Denise B. Malone, Jennifer Kogut,  
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IV. Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Dickens made a motion to approve the minutes of the 

September 20, 2007 meeting as corrected to read under Old Business "A," "seconded" not 
"section" by ….  Motion seconded by Ms. Grim.  Motion approved. 

 
V. Advocate’s Comments:   
 

A. Human Rights Training has been scheduled throughout the state with six having 
taken place so far and two more scheduled as follows: 

 
Southside Virginia Training Center – November 15th 
Northern Virginia Training Center – November 28th  
 
All training will begin at 8:30 a.m. and end at 4:30 p.m. 

 
B. Region IV Office of Human Rights is in the process of hiring another advocate. 

 
C. Mr. Bowser will continue to receive abuse or neglect allegations.  These must be 

reported in a timely manner.  Affiliates must comply with Policies and 
Procedures, Section A.2. within 24 hours of receipt of the allegation.  If it occurs 
on a weekend, leave a message and follow up on Monday. 

 
VI. Old Business:  
 

A. John Randolph Medical Center needs to submit an Affiliate's Agreement and mail 
to Becky Hutto at District 19 Community Services Board. 

 
B. Service acknowledgements for Local Human Rights Committee members will be 

coordinated by the Human Rights Advocate and included in "Human Writes" 
announcement. 

 
C. Mr. Dilworth requested approval to use a helmet for a consumer.  This request has 

been presented to Mr. Bowser.  Mr. Dilworth indicated the consumer has frequent 
falls as well as aggressive behaviors.  After discussion, it was determined the 
helmet will be a "fashionable" helmet like a bicycle helmet and will be used only 
when the consumer is ambulating.  Mr. Dickens moved to approve the request.  It 
was seconded by Ms. Parham.  The motion was carried.  The Committee 
requested a progress report at the next LHRC meeting. 

 
VII. New Business 
 

A. Visions Family Services requested to affiliate two new group homes with the 
LHRC.  They are approved by licensing.  They will be accepting referrals, but no 
staff will be hired until approved by the LHRC.  Mr. Dickens moved to approve 
the request.  It was seconded by Ms. Jones.  The motion was carried. 
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B. Ms. Garnes has put together a packet for the Committee which contains much 
helpful information: 

 
- add copy of by-laws 
- sample affiliation agreement 
- sample report form used by affiliates 
- brief description of each affiliates' programs 
- copy of LHRC reviews and approvals 

 
VIII. Affiliates’ Reports:   Affiliates reported complaints and allegations to the Committee. 
 
IX. Other Actions:  
 

A. Regarding reports, the Crater LHRC reporting form should be used.  Contact Ms. 
Gittman if you need a copy.  Ms. Gittman reiterated that reports are not being 
turned in timely so that they make it to the Committee prior to the meeting.  These 
need to be received by Becky Hutto by the first of the month.  Use discretion to 
know when to complete to get it to her by the first of the month.    Also, send 
supporting documentation for reports. 

 
B. The next meeting is scheduled for January 10, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. and will be held 

at District 19 CSB. 
 
X. Adjournment:  There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
   
Carol Gittman, Chair (Date) 
 


