
HANOVER LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

 
 

DATE:   March 4, 2008 
 
PRESENT:  Committee Members:  Sharon Taylor, Chair  Paula Smith, Vice Chair, Dr. Al Watts,  

Charlene Leahy, Taneika Goldman 
Human Rights Advocate:  Beverly Garnes, DMHMRSAS 
Affiliate Members:      Nichelle Cooper, Ascending Dove Care Facility, Inc. 

Sheila Lewis, Creative Family Solutions, Inc. 
Torecco Greenhow, Dimension Youth Services Inc. 
Terry Seward, Hanover Adult Center 
Gray Wilson, Richmond Residential Services 
Barbara Riggins, Riggins Residential 
Leavelle Cox, Veldot Residential 
Crystal Burgess, Virginia Baptist Children’s Home 

Absent:      Mark Sims, SHIELD Residential Services, Inc. 
    
WELCOME:  Sharon Taylor called the meeting to order and welcomed all attending. 

 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

I. Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from the December 4, 2007, meeting were approved. 
 
II. OFFICE Of HUMAN RIGHTS/COMMITTEE UPDATES & ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

Beverly Garnes, Human Rights Advocate, distributed copies of the Human Writes Newsletter to 
everyone attending.  The March 1st, deadline for submitting the Revised Human Rights Policies 
for each affiliate has passed and Beverly urged anyone who had not submitted their revised 
policies and procedures to contact Margaret Walsh, Director, Office of Human Rights, to obtain 
an extension.     
 
Beverly announced the appointment of Taneika Goldman to the committee. 

 
III. Affiliate Reports: 

 
a.         Ascending Dove Residential Care :   Nichelle Cooper reported that there were no  
            allegations of human rights violations during the quarter and there was one program  
            change during the quarter. 

 
b.       Creative Family Solutions:  Shelia Lewis reported that there were no allegations of      
             human rights violations during the quarter and there were no program changes during the  
             quarter. 

 
c. Dimension Youth Services:   Torecco Greenhow reported that there were no allegations  

of human rights violations during the quarter and there were two program changes during 
the quarter.  A 7th resident was added and a new staff member (office assistant) was 
added.. 

 
d.       Fidura & Associates, Inc.:  Jon Barrett reported that there were no allegations of   
             human rights violations and there were no program changes during the quarter. 

 
e.       Hanover Adult Center:  Terry Seward reported that there were no allegations of human  

rights violations during the quarter.  There were two program changes during the quarter.  
One male participant left and one new female participant started on February 11, 2008. 

   
f.       Hanover Community Services:  Ron Lucas reported that there were no allegations of 
             human rights violations during the quarter and there were no program changes during 
             the quarter. 



 
 

 
g.       Richmond Residential Services, Inc.:  Larry Wilson submitted a report that there were  

no allegations of human rights violations and there were no program changes during the  
quarter. 

 
h.       Riggins Residential:   Barbara Riggins reported that there was one allegation of human  

rights violation during the quarter.  A male participant took the house phone to his room.  
He refused to give it to the staff member.  The participant became verbally abusive and 
the staff member reached over him and squeezed his hand in order for the phone to be 
released.  The participant filed a complaint stating he had been physically abused.  After 
much discussion with the staff member and male participant together, it was determined 
that the abuse was not substantiated.     
 
There were no program changes during the quarter. 

 
i.       S.H.I.E.L.D Residential Services:  Absent 
 
j.       VELDOT Residential Services:   A. Leavelle Cox reported there were no allegations of   

human rights violations and there were no program changes during the quarter. 
 

k.       Virginia Baptist Children’s Home, DBA Hope Tree Family Services:  Crystal  
Burgess, reported two allegations of human rights violations during the quarter.  Two  
residents sent a letter to the Vice President and Assistant Director requesting that a   
resident  be discharged.  After a meeting with all three residents involved, the two   
complaintants stated they would rather the individual to be more polite to staff and help 

out  
around the home.  A behavior plan was put into place and everyone seemed to be  
satisfied.   
 
An allegation of abuse was reported on 11/27/07 regarding a female resident that 
inappropriately had sexual contact with another female resident 4-5 years ago was 
founded.  The resident was discharged from the Hope Tree Family Services. 
 

 There have been program changes at the Heinrich Home.  There are now two open  
 positions available in the agency.  We are currently reviewing applications and  

conducting interviews for these vacancies. 
         
OLD BUSINESS:  It was moved and seconded that S.H.I.E.L.D. Residential Services, Inc. be removed as an  

affiliate due to non-compliance with attendance and the LHRC bylaws.  Motion passed.  
A letter will be submitted to S.H.I.E.L.D. Residential Services notifying Mr. Sims of the 
committees action by the Chair. 

     
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 
     
MEETING ADJOURNED: 
 
NEXT MEETING:  June 3, 2008 – Summer Meeting – 4:45 p.m. 
    September 2, 2008 – Fall Meeting – 4:45 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by:         __________________________________________ 
    Barbara Bagby, Administrative Support 


	DATE:   March 4, 2008

