
HANOVER LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

 
 

DATE:   December 4, 2007 
 
PRESENT:  Committee Members:  Sharon Taylor,  Paula Smith, Dr. Al Watts,  

Charlene Leahy 
Human Rights Advocate:  Beverly Garnes, DMHMRSAS 
Affiliate Members:      Nichelle Cooper, Ascending Dove Care Facility, Inc. 

Sheila Lewis, Creative Family Solutions, Inc. 
Torecco Greenhow, Dimension Youth Services Inc. 
Terry Seward, Hanover Adult Center 
Richmond Residential Services 
Barbara Riggins, Riggins Residential 
Leavelle Cox, Veldot Residential 
Crystal Burgess, Virginia Baptist Children’s Home 
 

Absent:  Mark Sims, S.H.I.E.L.D. Residential Services, Inc. 
   Jon Barrett, Fidura & Associates – Report Submitted 
   Ron Lucas – Report Submitted 
 
Visitor:  Colleen Miller, Virginia Office for Protection & Advocacy 
    

WELCOME:  Sharon Taylor called the meeting to order and welcomed all attending. 
 

AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

I. Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from the September 11, 2007, meeting were approved as 
corrected. 

 
II. OFFICE Of HUMAN RIGHTS/COMMITTEE UPDATES & ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

Beverly Garnes, Human Rights Advocate, distributed copies of the Revised Human Rights  
Regulations effective September 19, 2007, to committee members.  Training on these regulations 
was conducted.  One additional training maybe scheduled.  If needed, it will be announced by 
Margaret Walsh, Director, Office of Human Rights. 
 
Region 4 has hired a new Human Rights Advocate.   

 
III. Affiliate Reports: 

 
a.         Ascending Dove Residential Care :   Nichelle Cooper reported that there were no  
            allegations of human rights violations during the quarter and there were no program  
            changes during the quarter. 

 
b.       Creative Family Solutions:  Shelia Lewis reported that there were no allegations of      
             human rights violations during the quarter and there were no program changes during the  
             quarter. 

 
c. Dimension Youth Services:   Torecco Greenhow reported that there were no allegations  

of human rights violations during the quarter and there were no program changes during 
the quarter 

 
d.       Fidura & Associates, Inc.:  Jon Barrett submitted a report stating that there were no    
             allegations of human rights violations during the quarter and there were no program  
             changes during the quarter. 
 
 
              



e.       Hanover Adult Center:  Terry Seward reported that there were no allegations of human  
rights violations during the quarter.  There were program changes during the quarter.  
Two training specialist resigned and two part-time training specialist were hired.  One 
new female client on October 15, 2007. 

   
f.       Hanover Community Services:  Ron Lucas submitted a report stating that there were no  
             allegations of human rights violations during the quarter and there were no program  
             changes during the quarter. 

 
g.       Richmond Residential Services, Inc.:  Larry Wilson reported that there were no 
            allegations of human rights violations during the quarter and there were no program  
            changes during the quarter.  

 
h.       Riggins Residential:   Barbara Riggins reported that there were no allegations of human  
             rights violations during the quarter.  There was one program change during the quarter, a  
             Residential Counselor was re-hired. 
 
i.       VELDOT Residential Services:   A. Leavelle Cox reported two allegations of human  

rights violations during the quarter.  (1) The right to not be abused.  This allegation was  
unfounded.  (2)  There was an issue regarding a female client attempting to acquire an 
additional prescribed medication in the generic form through her psychiatrist.  Ms. Cox 
went to the Pharmacy and resolved the situation after two visits to the Pharmacy.  This 
client is no longer in the program.  
 
There were no program changes during the quarter. 

 
j.       Virginia Baptist Children’s Home & Family Services – DDM:  Crystal Burgess, 

reported that there was one allegation of human rights violations during the quarter.  The  
Right to not be abused. A female resident at the Heinrich Home made an allegation that 
she had forced inappropriate sexual contact with another female resident at the same 
home about 4-5 years ago.  The allegation was reported to Human Rights, Henrico Adult 
Protective Services and Licensing on November 28, 2007.  The agency is currently 
investigating the allegation.   
 

 There was one program change during the quarter.  The Halstead Home was opened on  
             November 27, 2007 and currently has one resident.  There are four staff positions to be  
             filled in the Richmond area. 

         
OLD BUSINESS:  The status of the S.H.I.E.L.D. Residential Services, Inc. was discussed and Sharon Taylor  
    will contact Mark Sims regarding his affiliation with the HLHRC. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Beverly Garnes, Human Rights Advocate, reported that the day (Monday instead of  
  Tuesday)  and the time (5:30 p.m. instead of 4:45 p.m.)  listed on the State website was  
  incorrect .  She ask if the committee wanted to keep the 4:45 p.m. starting time.  The  
  committee agreed that the 4:45 p.m. time was a good fit for everyone’s schedules.   
  Beverly will contact Margaret Walsh, Director, Office of Human Rights, DMHMRSAS,  
  to correct this information. 
 
  Sharon Taylor introduced a visitor, Colleen Miller , Virginia Office of Protection and  
  Advocacy, an Independent Agency, to the meeting.  Colleen gave an overview of what  
  her office does. A discussion by members followed and helped to clarify the role of this  
  agency. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 
     
CLOSED SESSION:  Committee members went into Closed Session. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED: 
 
 
NEXT MEETING:  March 4, 2008 – Spring Meeting  4:45 p.m. 
    June 3, 2008 – Summer Meeting – 4:45 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by:         __________________________________________ 
    Barbara Bagby, Administrative Support 


	DATE:   December 4, 2007

