
HANOVER LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE MINUTES  
(DRAFT) 

 
DATE:   April 7, 2009 
 
PRESENT:  Committee Members:  Sharon Taylor, Paula Smith  

 
Human Rights Advocate:  Beverly Garnes, DMHMRSAS 
 
Affiliate Members:      Nicelle Cooper, Ascending Dove Residential 

Sheila Lewis, Creative Family Solutions, Inc. 
Toreeco Greenhow, Dimension Youth Services             
Fidura & Associates, Inc., John Barrett 
Terry Seward, Hanover Adult Center 
Susan Cunningham, Hanover Community Services 
Barbara Riggins, Riggins Residential 
A Levealle Cox, VELDOT Residential Services 
Crystal Burgess, Virginia Baptist Children’s Home 
Kristin Yavorsky, Virginia Supportive Housing 
Georgina Simmons, Milestone 
 

Committee Members Lynne Goodall, Taneika Goldman, Charlene Leahy 
Absent: 
 
Affiliate Members  Riggins Residential Services  
Absent:  
 
Guest:   Katie VanArnam, Virginia Supportive Housing  
    
 

WELCOME:  Sharon Taylor called the meeting to order and welcomed all attending. 
 

AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

I. Approval of Minutes:  The minutes from the December 2nd, 2009 LHRC meeting are pending 
due to absences from committee members. 

 
II. OFFICE Of HUMAN RIGHTS/COMMITTEE UPDATES & ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

Beverly Garnes, Human Rights Advocate, reported that the General Assembly passed a bill to 
change the name of the Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse 
Services to the Behavioral Health and Developmental Services effective July 1, 2009.  Beverly 
also reported that Jim Bowser, Regional Advocate, retired on March 24 2009.  Beverly Garnes 
and Mike Curseen will serve as Co-Managers for Region IV. 
 

III. Affiliate Reports: 
a. Ascending Dove Residential Care:   Nicelle Cooper reported that there were no allegations 

of human rights violations.  There were no program changes for the quarter. 
 

b. Creative Family Solutions:  Sheila Lewis reported that there were no allegations of human 
rights violations for the quarter.  There were 3 new employees hired and 4 terminated.  There 
was an internal investigation conducted in December 2008 concerning physical injury to a 
consumer.  Consumer was receiving a bath, employee turned their back and consumer turned 
water to “hot” resulting in burns at the bottom of the consumer’s feet.  The consumer ended 
up at the hospital being treated for burns.  The internal investigation concluded that this is not 
a situation of Violation of Rights, but an accident.  The clinician was disciplined for not 
reporting the incident according to CFS, inc. policy. 

 
 
 



 
 

 
c. Dimension Youth Services:   Toreeco Greenhow reported that there were no allegations of 

human rights violations.  There were no program changes for the quarter.  Torreco reported 
that they have been approved for intensive in home treatment and MH support to ensure a 
good transition into home and workforce.  They are adding services to grow Dimension 
Youth and will now be able to provide in home services. They are currently awaiting their 
license. 

 
d. Fidura & Associates, Inc.:  John Barrett reported there were no allegations of human rights 

violations during the quarter.  There were no program changes for the quarter. 
 

e. Hanover Adult Center:  Terry Seward reported that there no allegations of human rights 
violations during the quarter.  The program hired a PM Staff member to work when regular 
staff is out. 

 
f. Hanover Community Services:  Susan Cunningham reported that there are no allegations of 

human rights violations during the quarter.  There were no program changes for the quarter.  
Susan also reported that the request for a seat belt restraint was no longer necessary.  It was 
found that the client was not suitable for being in the public, and so the restraint is no longer 
needed. 

 
g. Milestone:  Georgina Simmons reported that there were no allegations of human rights 

violations.  There were no program changes for the quarter. 
 

h. Riggins Residential:   Absent, and no report. 
 

i. VELDOT Residential Services:   Leavelle Cox reported that there were no allegations of 
human right violations during the quarter.  There were no program changes for the quarter. 

 
j. Virginia Baptist Children’s Home & Family Services – DDM:  Ramon Isley reported              

that there no allegations of Human Rights Violations during the quarter.  They have hired 2 
new staff over the past quarter and there are currently two open staff positions at the Heinrich 
Home, three positions open at the Houston Home, one position open at the Walsbauer Home 
and one open position at the Stephenson Home.  They have changed the title of our direct 
care staff from Residential Care Managers to Direct Support Professionals.  The Area 
Coordinator/Supervisor for the Houston and Stephenson Homes has been out since the 
beginning of February due to a family emergency.  Area Coordinators, Supervisors, and the 
Assistant Director have been working at these homes in her absence. 

 
k. Virginia Supportive Housing:  Kristin Yavorsky reported that there were no allegations of 

human rights violations during the quarter.  There were no program changes for the quarter. 
 

l. WALL Residences LLC: Absent. There were no allegations of Human Rights Violations 
during the quarter.  There were no program changes for the quarter 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS:                Richmond Residential is no longer an affiliate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

       NEW BUSINESS: Dimension Youth Services reported that they have been approved for intensive in home 
treatment and MH support by licensing and are requesting approval from the LHRC to begin 
providing services. They are currently awaiting their license.    

 
 Katie VanArmam, Virginia Supportive Housing requested to add an Intensive Community 

Treatment to the Virginia Supportive Housing.  Currently this program is shared with 
Chesterfield County, and program will transfer over to Virginia Supportive Housing effective 
July 1.  This program will provide permanent housing for the adult mental health client. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

 
NEXT MEETING:  June 2, 2009  
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
Adjournment:                           Meeting Adjourned 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by:         __________________________________________ 
    Robbin Branch  


	DATE:   April 7, 2009

