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DRAFT
Heartland Regional
Local Human Rights Committee
Meeting Minutes
July 24, 2006
6PM
Helton House Day Support Site
Rice, VA

Members Present:  Virginia Berkley, Sisty Cersley, and Royce Cersley
Members absent:  Aaron Myers and Darin Knicely

Others Present: Edward Helton & Mattie Walker-Helton House, Ava Brendle & Tony
Wilbourne-Virginia Baptist Children’s Home & Family Services, Mary
Taylor-Mary’s Rest Home, Gail Worrall -Family Preservation Services,
Nina Baskerville, Dorsey Drawhorn & Delores Critz-Amelia Residential
Estates, Deborah Berkley, PhD & Annette Johnson-Madeline Center At
Home, Aretha Copeland-Next Level Residential Services

Others absent: Vanessa Harvey-VP&J Services and Stacia Macklin-United Methodist
Family Services

Virginia Berkley, Chair called the meeting to order at 6:15PM.

Minutes
The minutes from the April 10, 2006 meeting were approved as written.

Recruitment
This Committee continues to have two professional/concerned citizen vacancies. Recruitment
will continue.

Member reappointment
Royce Cersley was reappointed to his second term by unanimous vote.

Affiliation Request

Dr. Deborah Berkley requested LHRC affiliation on behalf of her organization, The Madeline
Center At Home. Her organization is based in Lynchburg and expanding to this area. Dr.
Berkley explained that her organization provides intensive in-home services and plans to
provide this service in this area. The Committee voted unanimously to grant affiliation to the
organization.

Rev. Dorsey Drawhorn requested LHRC affiliation on behalf of his organization, Amelia
Residential Estates. Rev. Drawhorn explained that his organization is licensed to provide
residential services to male and female consumers. The program is currently licensed for 4
consumers and that will increase to 6 consumers after 6 months.
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Regional Advocate Report

Sherry Miles continued discussion with the Committee about the need for clerical support to
this Committee. Ms. Miles assured that she would assistant the volunteer(s) to ensure that
minutes, agendas, and meeting announcements were accurate before distribution.

Ms. Miles advised the Committee that the proposed human rights regulations are in the
Governor’s office awaiting his signature before being released for public comment. As well,
she directed those present to the Department’s website to begin review of the draft
regulations and to begin making comments before the official public comment period.

Ms. Miles advised the Committee that the results of SHRC/LHRC Seminar Surveys distributed
at the last meeting indicating participants wanted to wait and have the seminar after the new
regulations have come into effect. It is hoped the seminar will be held early next year.

Ms. Miles distributed a copy of “Human Writes”-Summer edition and encouraged members to
respond to the SHRC with comments or suggestions.

Ms. Miles briefly discussed with the group the importance of documenting with the
consumer’s case manager any time the consumer wants to change services, especially when
the current residential provider is now providing a service that is offered by another provider
who is serving the consumer. The clear documentation and involvement of the case manager
will ensure that providers are not excused of exploiting consumers for financial gain.

Affiliate Reports
Family Preservation Services
Gail Worrall reported no changes or problems at Family Preservation Services.

Helton House

Ed Helton reported no problems at any of their programs. The residential program has three
vacancies and the day support program has 1 vacancy. He reported no human rights
complaints or allegations of abuse/neglect.

Mary’s Rest Home
Mary Taylor reported no human rights complaints or allegations of abuse/neglect. The
program currently has two vacancies.

Next Level Residential Services

Aretha Copeland reported the program was at full capacity and all are interested in attending
a center based day support. They continue to work on various problems found during
several Licensing and Human Rights visits.

VP&J Services
Absent.
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Virginia Baptist Children’s Home

Ava Brendle introduced Tony Wilbourne as the new area coordinator. She and Mr. Wilbourne
will alternate attending this meeting. The home currently has three consumers and is
anticipating a fourth in the near future. The home is licensed for six. Program is currently
fully staffed and reported no allegations of abuse/neglect or human rights complaints.

United Methodist Family Services
Absent

Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for October 23, 2006 at 6PM at Helton House’s day support

center.

With no other business, the meeting was adjourned.
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