
Richmond Tri-Cities 
Local Human Rights Committee Meeting Minutes 

September 18, 2007 
 

Hosted by:  Acclaim Care, Inc. 
Location:  Days Inn at Dickens Road, Richmond, VA 
 
Committee Members present:  Sebastian Symeoides, Tarah Comer, and Otis Lockhart 
Affiliates present: Advanced Services For Kids (Yvonne Cambell-Hamlett, Diane McCluere); 
Halo, Inc. (Harry Legros); Family Impact (Ruth Mattocks); LaurAlex, LLC (Aljanon Wills); 
Hope Unity and Freedom (Georgina Simmons); Safe Haven, Inc. (Adeola Adeyemi, Grace Ilori); 
Family Transitions, Inc. (Franko Britt); Good Neighbor Homes (Matt Marek, Pascal Thaband); 
Wilkersons Consulting (Thomas Chase); Alternative Counseling Group (Michael Thomas, Sam 
Northington, Jr.); Faith Partners Care Group (Courtney Adkins, Lisa Adkins), Youth Pathways 
(Hannibal Tuck); Changing Fazes, Inc. (Ebony Sauls); Taylors Enhanced Living (Denise 
Taylor); Acclaim Care (Abby Dickson); Substance Abuse Consulting (Ron Smith); Edgewood 
Group Family Services (Phyllis Ross, Travis Crocker, CA Ewing); Life Construction Mental 
Health Services (Eunice Gilchrist); Faith and Family Advocates, LLC (Deidre Whittle); 
Transitional Adult Residential Care (Myrah Buie); Between the T’s (Thomila Wilson, Toney 
Mashore); Lumzy’s Residential (Laverne Lumzy); Community Connections (Troy Dean); Open 
Arms Family Services (Marchal Anderson, Robert Anderson) 
Affiliates absent:  Mercy N Grace Residential Services, Inc. and Renewance Services, LLC 
Others present: Jim Bowser, Regional Advocate; Christian Bennett previous committee 
member 
 
I. Welcome/Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order by Sebastian Symeonides at 6:25 pm. 
 
II. Introductions 
 

Members and affiliates gave introductions, providing program name and name of 
representative(s). 
 

III. Public Comment 
 

No public comment was given. 
 
IV. Approval of Minutes 
 

A. The minutes from the May 15, 2007 meeting and the minutes from the July 17, 
2007 meeting were circulated.   One correction was offered to amend the minutes.   
1. In the July 17, 2007 minutes, under ‘Next Meeting Schedule’ replace 

‘Transitional Adult Residential Services’ with ‘Acclaim Care’. 
 
 



B. A motion was made by Tarah Comer, seconded by Otis Lockhart, and 
unanimously passed to approve the minutes from the May and July meetings with 
the above stated correction.   

 
V. Old Business: 
 

A. The committee held an election of officers.  Otis Lockhart was nominated and 
accepted as the new Chairman of the committee.  Sebastian Symeoides was 
nominated and accepted as the new Vice Chairman of the committee.  Tarah 
Comer was nominated and accepted as the Secretary of the committee. 

 
B. A motion was made by Otis Lockhart and seconded by Sebastian Symeonides to 

approve the Human Rights Activities Reports for July 17, 2007.  The HR 
Activities were unanimously approved. 

 
C. The committee heard from Halo, Inc. following a suspension of affiliation by the 

committee due to a concern of missed meetings.  Mr. Legros of Halo, Inc. 
answered questions of the committee members and reported actions their 
management will take to ensure a representative from Halo, Inc. will attend the 
meetings.  Halo, Inc. requested re-affiliation.  A motion to accept re-affiliation 
was made by Sebastian Symeonides and seconded by Tarah Comer.  Re-
affiliation was granted by the committee.  The committee suggested a 
probationary period for one year to ensure compliance in meeting attendance. 

 
D. The Rules of Conduct were reintroduced by Open Arms Family Services.  

Sebastian Symeonides recommended for Open Arms to expand on the revised 
individual expectations in order to ensure that the consumer will fully understand 
the rules/expectations.  A motion was made by Sebastian Symeonides to accept 
the original rules of conduct submitted by Open Arms, seconded by Tarah Comer.  
Otis Lockhart suggested for Open Arms Family Services to mail posted rules to 
the committee. 

 
E. The committee discussed whether to allow up to 10 further temporary affiliates.  

Mr. Bowser stated that there are 14 committees in the region with 20-25 
upcoming potential providers needing to affiliate with a committee.  Mr. Bowser 
stated that a new committee is in the process of being formed.  He expects the 
new committee to be fully operational by November.  A motion by Tarah Comer 
was made to accept 5 temporary affiliates and seconded by Sebastian 
Symeonides.  The motion was unanimously carried.  Mr. Bowser reassured the 
committee they can increase the number of temporary affiliates in the future as 
needed.   

 
F. Mr. Bowser recognized Christian Bennett for his service on the committee for his 

consecutive terms.  His current term has expired with the committee.  Mr. Bowser 
stated he will be asking Christian Bennett to serve on an upcoming committee. 

 
 
 



VI. New Business 
 

A. Request for Affiliation 
1. Alternative Counseling Group presented a program overview of their 

admission criteria, service delivery process, referral resources, and 
location.  The agency has been providing services since April of 2005 
through contracting with local agencies.  A motion was made by Tarah 
Comer to accept affiliation and seconded by Sebastian Symeonides.  
Affiliation was approved by the committee. 

2. Edgewood Group Family Services presented an overview of their program 
expansion to include community mental health services and outpatient 
services.  The community mental health services will provide support to 
individuals 17 and older focusing on job training, assistance with ADLs 
and training/support to address other needs of the individual.  The 
outpatient program will provide psychological testing and individual and 
group therapy.  Masters and doctoral level clinicians will provide 
therapeutic services.  A motion was made to accept the program expansion 
for Edgewood Group Family Services.   

 
B. Requests for Temporary Affiliation 

1. Brookfield was listed on the agenda to request for temporary affiliation; 
however there was no representative present. 

2. LaurAlex, LLC presented an overview of their residential program for 
individuals 18 and older with mental health/mental retardation needs.  The 
program will provide training in social skills and develop functional 
independent daily living skills.  A motion was made and seconded to 
accept temporary affiliation. Temporary Affiliation was granted. 

3. Advanced Services for Kids presented an overview of their residential 
program targeting youth age 6-12, or up to age 14 with developmental 
delays will be considered. A motion was made and seconded to accept 
temporary affiliation.  Temporary Affiliation was granted. 

 
VII. Next Meeting Host Schedule 
 

A. Substance Abuse Consulting Services volunteered to host the November 20, 2007 
meeting.  In January of 2008, the committee will begin an alphabetical rotation of 
hosts beginning with Changing Fazes. 

 
VIII. Human Rights Activities Reporting. 
 

A. The following affiliates reported their activities: Acclaim Care, Inc.; Between the 
T’s, Changing Fazes; Community Connections; Edgewood Group Family 
Services; Faith and Family Advocates; Faith Partners Care Group; Family Impact; 
Family Transitions, Inc.; Good Neighbor Homes; Halo, Inc.; Hope Unity and 
Freedom; Life Construction; Lumzy’s Residential Services.; Open Arms Family 
Services; Safe Haven Inc.; Substance Abuse Consulting Services, Inc.; Taylor’s 
Enhanced Living; Transitional Adult Residential Care; Wilkerson Consulting 
Services; and Youth Pathways.  



B. A motion was made and seconded to accept the human rights activities reportings.  
The Reportings were accepted. 

 
C. As a result of the extent of the activities reported by Lumzy’s Residential 

Services, the committee requested a copy of the report/allegations be submitted to 
the committee prior to the next meeting. 

 
X. Adjournment 
 

A. Mr. Symeoides requested affiliates to limit the number of representatives 
attending the LHRC meeting to 2 as a result of the burden on the host of the 
meeting.   

 
B. Otis Lockhart gave his address as 8005 Arbour Glen Place, Richmond, VA  

23227 and identified his e-mail as christkingdom@comcast.net. 
 

C. Otis Lockhart also discussed the idea of an e-mail tree.  He also discussed that the 
committee may consider instituting dues. 

 
D. The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm by Otis Lockhart. 

mailto:christkingdom@comcast.net

