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Background
The State Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services Board recognizes that community services boards, behavioral health authorities, and state hospitals serve many adults with serious mental illnesses (SMI), children with serious emotional disturbances (SED), and children at risk of serious emotional disturbances (At Risk of SED).

The Community Mental Health Services (CMHS) Block Grant from the federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) restricts block grant funds to services for adults with SMI and children with SED.  SAMHSA uses a uniform reporting system for the CMHS Block Grant that includes data on adults with SMI and children with SED.  In order to receive Targeted Case Management under the Medicaid program, individuals served must be defined as adults with SMI or children with SED or At Risk of SED.



The current Comprehensive State Plan, Core Services Taxonomy, Community Consumer Submission, and Community Services Performance Contract and Reports refer to, discuss, or collect data about adults with SMI and children with SED or At Risk of SED.  


______________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________
Purpose

This policy defines SMI, SED, and At Risk of SED for use by the Department, state hospitals, community services boards, and behavioral health authorities in managing and being accountable for the public mental health, mental retardation, and substance abuse services system and in providing and accounting for services. This policy also charges the Department with developing a standard set of criteria for state hospitals, community services boards, behavioral health authorities, and itself to use in identifying in a manner that is consistent with these definitions individuals who request, are referred for, or receive services.



__________________________________________________________________

Policy

It is the policy of the State Board to encourage community services boards, behavioral health authorities, and state hospitals to provide needed services to adults with SMI and children with SED or At Risk of SED to the greatest extent possible within the resources available to them.  It is further the policy of the State Board that the Department, state hospitals, community services boards, and behavioral health authorities shall use the following definitions in managing and being accountable for the public mental health, mental retardation, and substance abuse services system and in providing and accounting for services.  

Serious mental illness (SMI) means a severe and persistent mental or emotional disorder that seriously impairs the functioning of an adult, 18 years of age or older, in such primary aspects of daily living as personal relationships, self-care skills, living arrangements, and employment, as defined along three dimensions: diagnosis, level of disability, and duration of illness.  Serious mental illness shall be assessed and determined using the applicable criteria in Appendix A of the current Core Services Taxonomy.  The person’s clinical record shall contain documentation that supports meeting those applicable criteria.

Serious emotional disturbance (SED) means a serious mental health problem that affects a child, age birth through 17, and can be diagnosed under the current edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders or meets specific functional criteria.  SED shall be assessed and determined using the applicable criteria in Appendix A of the current Core Services Taxonomy.  The child’s clinical record shall contain documentation that supports meeting those applicable criteria.

At risk of serious emotional disturbance (At Risk of SED) means a condition experienced by a child, age birth through 7, that meets at least one of the applicable criteria in Appendix A of the current Core Services Taxonomy.  The


__________________________________________________________________
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Policy

child’s clinical record shall contain documentation that supports meeting one or 

(continued)
more of those applicable criteria.


It is also the policy of the State Board that the Department shall develop, in



collaboration with system stakeholders, a set of standard criteria that state
hospitals, community services boards, and behavioral health authorities shall use when assessing, evaluating, admitting, and planning services for individuals to determine if they are adults with SMI, children with SED, or children At Risk for SED.



Further, the Department shall disseminate these criteria to state hospitals, community services boards, and behavioral health authorities as part of the current Core Services Taxonomy and require the use of these criteria though the Community Services Performance Contract, the Community Consumer Submission, state hospital directors performance agreements, and AVATAR.  Finally, the Office of Mental Health Services in the Department shall update these criteria periodically through the Core Services Taxonomy to meet current public mental health, mental retardation, and substance abuse services system needs.
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